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“CIRCULARTO ALL P&I CLUBS”

Subject: New implementations for Dardanelles passage
Dear Sirs,

Amendments were made to the “Implementation Directive for the Regulation Regarding Sea Traffic
Scheme in Turkish Straits” upon consent of the Ministry of Transportation due to developments and
changing conditions of shipping sector. The relevant amendments will come into force as of 13 October
2025.

The amendments relate to the Dardanelles passage, and we would like to highlight important
developments that may be of interest to the Shipowners as well as the Charterer members. These
developments can be summarized as follows:-

a) Container ships of 300 Mtrs LOA and can now make their Dardanelles passage during night with the
assistance of a pilot, subject to the additional rules.

b) Container and passenger ships of 300 m LOA and over should inform the Turkish Straits Traffic Control
Center at least 6 hours before in the event of a delay or early arrival exceeding half an hour, in order for
effective passage planning for the Dardanelles.

c) LPG ships with LOA between 150-200 Mtrs, whether empty or carrying ammonia are to transit the
Dardanelles with a pilot and tugboat escort including at night.

d) In addition to above, general passage rules for ships passing Dardanelles have been changed. The
changes are shown in the below table by comparing them to the previous regulation

Previous Regulation

(4) Ships with the specifications given below
carry out their passages through the
Dardanelles during the day, and it is strongly
recommended these ships to take pilot and
tugboat escort in the number and power
specified in clause (e) of the first paragraph of
Article 7

a) Ships with full lengths of 200 meters and
above specified in clause (t) of the first
paragraph of Article 2 of this Directive, except
for Ro-Ro and container ships,

New Regulation

(4) Ships with the specifications given below carry
out their passages through the Dardanelles during
the day with a pilot, and it is strongly
recommended these ships to take tugboat escort in
the number and power specified in clause (e) of
the first paragraph of Article 7, and clause (b) of
the first paragraph and clause (c) of the second
paragraph of this Directive.

a) Ships with LOA of 200 meters and above
specified in clause (t)'s sub clause (1), (4), (5) and
(6) of the first paragraph of Article 2,
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b) Ships whose LOA is 200 meters and over
specified in sub clauses 1,4 and 6 of clause (t)
of the first paragraph of Article 2 of this
Directive

c) Ships with an LOA of 200 meters and over
carrying IMDG Code Class 1 cargo,

¢) Deep draft ships.

The regulation in the right column is new, i.e.
there is no previous applicable regulation.

Submitted for your kind info.

b) Ships with LOA of 200 meters and above and
carrying IMDG Code Section 1 cargo,

c) Deep draft ships,

¢) Passage of towages (tug + tow) that are not
notified to the Straits Traffic Control Center,

d) Ships that are subject to additional passage
requirement

(5) Ships with the specifications given below carry
out their passages through the Dardanelles during
the day and night with a pilot, and it is strongly
recommended these ships to take tugboat escort in
the number and power specified in clause (e) of
the first paragraph of Article 7

a) Ships with LOA of 200 meters and above
specified in clause (t)'s sub clause (3) of the first
paragraph of Article 2,

b) All ships, excluding passenger ships, LOA of
250 meters and above that are not carrying
dangerous cargo,

c) Ships with LOA of 250 meters and above
specified in clause (t)’s sub clause (2) of the first
paragraph of Article 2,

Please contact us if you have any further queries and if you / your members need our assistance, we are

always at your disposal.

Our Emergency phone number is: +90 530 129 12 12

Our general e-mail address is: vitsan@yvitsan.com.tr

Best regards,

VITSAN MUMESSILLIK VE MUSAVIRLIK AS, ISTANBUL
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